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end of his lease. They were pulled down in 1811 for the rebuilding of
Bethlehem Hospital.55
When we come to consider the parts of London in which the poor
lived die most striking thing perhaps is that these were in many cases
also dangerous districts. They were chiefly to be found in the labyrin-
thine courts and alleys of the sixteenth, seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries.
Whoever considers the Cities of London and Westminster with the late vast
increases of their suburbs [wrote Fielding in 1751] the great irregularity of
their buildings, the immense number of lanes, alleys, courts and bye-places,
must think that had they been intended for the very purpose of concealment,
they could not have been better contrived. Upon such a view the whole
appears as a vast wood or forest in which the thief may harbour with as great
security as wild beasts do in the deserts of Arabia and Africa.56
The localization of such places depended partly on the chaos of police
and local government The activities of constable and watchman were
for the most part limited to his own parish, precinct or liberty, and
where the authorities of City and county marched there was every
opportunity for the development of little Alsatias.
One of die worst of these districts, and one of the best-situated to be
a refuge for evil-doers, was the network of lanes and alleys round Chick
Lane and Field Lane communicating with TurnmiU Street and Cow
Cross. In a small space authority was divided between the City and
Middlesex and between the parishes of St Sepulchre's, Clerkenwell, St
Andrew Holborn and the Liberty of Saffron Hill. The way in which the
possibilities of the place (known as Jack Ketdbe's Warren) were ex-
ploited appears in the account of a night search towards the end of the
Gordon Riots:
One of our detachments visited Chick Lane, Field Lane, Black Boy Alley
and some other such places... . These places constitute a separate town or
district calculated for the reception of the darkest and most dangerous enemies
to society. ... The houses are divided from top to bottom, and into many
apartments, some having two, others three, others four doors, opening into
different alleys. To such a height is our neglect of police arrived, the owners
of these houses make no secret of their being let for the entertainment of
thieves.57